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SF 2059 - State Historical Society & Lost Items  - Makes the State Historical Society responsible for administering the Iowa 
Heritage Fund.  The bill also removes division III from Code chapter 304A, which contains an indemnification program for 
special exhibit items lost or damaged while on loan to nonprofit organizations or governmental entities in Iowa. Effective 
7/1/2008.  
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HF 2194 - Minimum Wage Code Update  - This bill replaces minimum wage requirement exemptions in the Code that are tied 
to the federal Fair Labor Standards Act.  Currently, the Code adopts by reference exemptions to the federal Fair Labor 
Standards Act that were in place when Iowa's minimum wage law was enacted in 1989, but that were repealed from the United 
States Code on November 17, 1989. The federal provision allowed a retail or service establishment to pay employees engaged 
in certain services less than the federal minimum wage if more than 50 percent of the establishment's annual dollar volume of 
sales of goods or services is made in the state in which the establishment is located and 75 percent of whose annual dollar 
volume of sales of goods or services is not for resale.  The bill provides that the state's minimum wage requirements do not 
apply to an enterprise whose annual gross volume of sales or business done, exclusive of excise taxes at the retail level which 
are separately stated, is less than $300,000, unless the enterprise is engaged in the business of laundering, cleaning, or 
repairing clothing or fabrics; is engaged in construction or reconstruction; is engaged in the operation of hospitals, facilities 
serving the elderly or persons with mental or physical illnesses or disabilities, or educational institutions; or is a public agency. �
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HF 2080 - Donated Property for Conservation/Tax Credits  - Gives people or companies who donate land for conservation a 
tax credit in the amount of 50% of the fair market value of the property, up to $100,000.  The credit may be carried forward for 
twenty years.  Effective 1/1/2008. Status: House Floor; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Rep. Frevert (Floor Manager)   
  
HF 2112 - DNR Dam & Lake Restoration  - Appropriates $100,000 from RIIF (gaming) for dam restoration and lake 
maintenance in Delaware County. Status: House Appropriations Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Rep. Cohoon 
(Chair), Huseman & Reichert   
  
HF 2130 - River Water Trail  - Appropriates $100,000 from RIIF (gaming dollars) for infrastructure improvements for a river 
water trail located in Jones County. Status: House Appropriations Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Rep. Cohoon 
(Chair), Huseman & Reichert   
  
HF 2212 - Smokefree Air Act  - Prohibits smoking in all public places, including workplaces, bars,  restaurants and within 10 
feet of school grounds. Also bans smoking within 10 feet of a place that is smoke-free.   Exempts casinos and other gambling 
establishments.  Requires the Department of Public Health to educate employers and the general public about this law via the 
Internet.  FISCAL NOTE:  State would lose nearly $9 million each year in cigarette sales taxes and $31.7 million each year in 
gambling dollars (of which $100,000 is from tourism marketing funds, $100,000 is from community cultural grants, $100,000 
from county endowment fund, $1.4 million from cities and counties, and $28.9 million from the Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure 
Fund).  The State would need to spend $106,900 in FY09 and $51,100 in FY10 to comply with marketing and educational 
requirements of the bill. Status: Conference Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sen. Appel (Co-Chair), Bolkcom, 
Dotzler, Wieck & Zieman; Rep. T. Olson (Co-Chair), Petersen, Reasoner, Dolecheck & Soderberg (Conference Committee) 
SENATE AMENDMENT: Removes the casino/gambling exemption.   
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HF 2244 - Forest Reservation Exemption  - This bill limits to 10 acres the amount of forest reservation for which a property tax 
exemption may be granted.  The bill also provides that an owner of a forest reservation is limited to one forest reservation 
exemption in the county. The bill takes effect upon enactment and applies to forest reservation exemptions granted before, on, 
or after the effective date. Status: House Ways & Means Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Rep. Thomas (Chair), 
Deyoe & Quirk   
  
HF 2262 - Sales Tax Refund Districts  - This bill permits cities to designate sales tax refund districts within their downtown 
areas where newly located retail businesses would be allowed to provide refunds of state sales tax.  To designate an area as a 
sales tax refund district, a city would need to enact an ordinance delineating the boundaries of the area and specifying the 
length of time the district would be in existence, not to exceed 10 years.  Only retail businesses locating in the sales tax refund 
district after the area was designated could get sales tax refunds. Status: House Ways & Means Committee; 
Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Rep. Jochum (Chair), Schueller & Soderberg   
  
HF 2316 - Stone State Park Trail  - Authorizes an appropriation for the development and completion of a recreational trail to be 
built from the entrance to Stone state park and continuing south along state highway 12 for a distance of one and one-eighth 
miles.  The funding is appropriated from the rebuild Iowa infrastructure fund from funds not otherwise appropriated. Status: 
House Appropriations Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Rep. Cohoon (Chair), Huseman & Reichert   
  
HF 2396 & SF 2176 Cultural Affairs Changes  - Requires the Historical Division of the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA) 
create a digital collection of records for research purposes and make the collection available to the public.  Requires DCA 
establish a statewide culture, history, arts, and tourism program, and to implement the program by creating regional committees 
for the coordination of cultural efforts.  Establishes a Civil War Advisory Committee to help the Historical Division plan a 
sesquicentennial commemoration of Iowa's role in the American civil war. Status: House Floor/House Floor; 
Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Rep. Miller (Floor Manager) Amendment: By Sen. Black: Takes out "Tourism" from the regions 
(because there are already tourism regions) and replaces it with "Teams" so that the CHAT acronym remains (Culture, History & 
Arts Teams).  Clarifies that these teams are local organizations. 
  
HF 2450 - DED Changes  - This bill makes a number of changes affecting the administration of the department of economic 
development.  The bill allows the DED director to appoint a designee to serve on the vision Iowa board and allows the DED to 
use funds from the renewable fuel infrastructure fund to market its renewable fuel programs.  The bill limits the tax credits 
available to investors in film projects to 25 percent of a project's qualified expenditures in the state.  The bill directs the 
department, in coordination with other state and local entities, to develop and market a new tourism program to create new, and 
promote existing, recreational and leisure opportunities in the state.  The bill strikes a number of the department's existing 
reporting requirements and reconstitutes them instead under a different Code Section and standardizes the department's 
reporting requirements by providing for a single, consolidated annual report to the governor and the general assembly due by 
January 31 of each year.  The bill allows the DED to contract with service providers for commercialization development services 
on a case-by-case basis, and it also authorizes the department to spend the additional moneys it recaptures from loan 
payments and federal economic stimulus funds provided it spends those moneys on the implementation of consultant 
recommendations for certain targeted industries.  Requires reporting on targeted industries development financial assistance 
allocations and targeted small business procurements and certifications. Status: Senate Floor; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: 
Sen. Stewart (Floor Manager)   
  
HF 2516 - Property Tax Changes  - Division I of the bill makes the assessment limitations of residential, agricultural, and 
commercial property mutually dependent by limiting the percentage increase in all of those classes of property to the percentage 
increase of that class of property that is the lowest percentage increase under the allowable (4 percent) limit.  Division II of the 
bill requires that if an equalization order issued to an assessing jurisdiction that is a percentage increase in assessed values, 
then property taxes are limited to the amount certified in the previous year, unless the city or county adopts a resolution 
declaring that it does not intend to reduce its levy rates to compensate for the increase in valuation due to the equalization 
orders.  Division III of the bill provides that if an increase in allowable growth causes an increase in property taxes the state shall 
pay that increase rather than property owners. Status: House Ways & Means Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Not yet 
assigned   
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HF 2621 - Tourism Marketing Funds/CAT  - Allocates $100,000 of CAT funds for tourism marketing. Status: House Floor; 
Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Rep. Staed (Floor Manager) 
  
HSB 784 - Agriculture/Natural Resources Budget  - Appropriates $43.4 million for various agricultural and natural resources 
programs and initiatives ($235,000 decrease).  Increases funding for reimbursement of expenses incurred by Soil and Water 
ConservationDistricts by $150,000.  Also makes appropriations from the Environment First Fund (a part of the Rebuild Iowa 
Infrastructure Fund - where gambling dollars are placed).  Appropriates $50,000 for the Iowa Climate Change Advisory Council 
created but not funded in SF 485 (FY 2008 Greenhouse Gas Regulations Act). The funds will be used for meeting expenditures 
and related administrative costs.  Increase Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Fund by $500,000 (for a total of $16 
million).  Decreases funding for Resource Conservation and Development Program by $50,000 (shifted to general fund).  
Decreases funding for the Grape & Wine Development Fund by $3,000 ($280,000 total).  Brings funding for the Loess Hills 
Development and Conservation Authority back up to $600,000 (an increase of $20,000 to reinstate funds cut last fiscal year).  
Continues the $500,000 Brownfields appropriation. Status: House Floor; Floor Manager: Rep. Kuhn  
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SF 2001 - Sales Tax Exemption/Nonprofit Performing Arts  - Exempts the sale of materials and services used in the 
operation of a nonprofit private performing arts center from state sales tax, and allows sales tax paid on construction materials 
to build a nonprofit private performing arts center to be refunded (applies to construction contracts signed on or after 1/1/2005). 
Status: Senate Ways & Means Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sen. Schmitz (Chair), Connolly & Ward   
  
SF 2178 & HF 2585 Endow Iowa Tax Credit Increase  - Increases the total annual tax credits allowed under the Endow Iowa 
program from $2 million to $3 million.  Also reduces the annual percentage granted to an individual taxpayer from 5% to 3 1/3%.  
Status: Senate Ways & Means Committee/House Ways & Means Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sen. Stewart 
(Chair), Angelo & Dotzler; Rep. Thomas (Chair), Schueller & Wiencek   
  
SF 2189 - Bingo at County Fairs/Community Festivals  - Allows a fair or community festival lasting no more than four days to 
hold one bingo game per day.  Requires the festival to be held by an Iowa non-profit community group that promotes arts, 
history, culture, ethnicity, historic preservation, tourism, economic development, or municipal libraries (excludes educational 
institutions, government agencies, fraternal organizations, and churches). Status: House State Government Committee; 
Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Not yet assigned   
  
SF 2249 - Hotel/Motel Tax Election  - Specifies the voters who are eligible to vote at an election to impose, repeal, or change 
the percentage rate of a hotel and motel tax.  Under the bill, only registered voters of the city shall be permitted to vote for tax 
changes proposed only within city limits, and only registered voters of the unincorporated areas are permitted to vote for 
changes proposed only in unincorporated areas. Status: House Local Government Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: 
Rep. Gaskill (Chair), Bukta & Van Fossen   
 
SF 2278 - Department of Education Omnibus  - Makes a number of changes to the Department of Education policies and 
procedures.  Also includes a section (thanks to Sen. Putney) that reduces school aid to schools that start before August 25, 
unless they have received permission to have an innovative school calendar (year-round). Status: House Education Committee; 
Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Not yet assigned 
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SF 2312 & HF 2620 Elections/Voting Change  - Makes a number of changes to Iowa voting and elections laws, including 
clarifying which voters may vote on hotel/motel taxes.  Only city residents will vote on these measures if the tax is imposed only 
in the city (and only county residents vote for taxes imposed only in the unincorporated areas). Status: House State Government 
Committee/House Floor; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Not yet assigned; Rep. Gaskill (Floor Manager)   
  
SF 2366 - RISE for Statewide Touring Events  - This bill authorizes the use of funds from the revitalize Iowa's sound economy 
(RISE) fund for grants for repairs to secondary roads prior to a statewide touring event, which the bill defines to include a major 
group bicycle ride across Iowa, a group tractor ride, an antique car tour, or similar event that involves more than one area of the 
state, attracts wide participation, and is likely to contribute significantly to the economic well-being of the state or areas of the 
state. Status: Senate Floor; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sen. Danielson (Floor Manager)   
  
SF 2371 - DED Programs for Sac & Fox  - This bill relates to economic development assistance for the Sac and Fox tribe of the 
Mississippi in Iowa located in Tama.  Currently, the tribe is not eligible for programs administered by the DED.  The bill makes 
the tribe eligible to apply for assistance from the community attraction and tourism program and the vision Iowa program. Status: 
Senate Appropriations Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sen. Dvorsky (Chair) & Kettering   
  
SF 2380 - Low Head Dam Public Hazard Program  - Establishes a water trails & low head dam public hazard program to 
develop a plan to compile a low head dam inventory, work with experts in a number of fields, develop recommendations for 
communities, recommend design templates for low head dams, and establishing priorities for water trails.  Authorizes the 
department to contract with persons to assist in the development of the plan. Status: House Natural Resources Committee; 
Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Rep. Reichert (Chair), Rasmussen & Whitead   
  
SF 2389 - TIME-21 Funding  - Successor to SSB 3267.  This bill contains several provisions which would generate revenues 
that could be deposited into the TIME-21 Fund for infrastructure.  Division I of the bill would increase registration fees on all 
2010+ model year cars and trucks and make truck registration fees based on weight and value like other vehicles are currently 
calculated.  Division II would increase all classes of drivers license fees.  Division III would increase title fees and salvage title 
fees.  Division IV would increase trailer registration fees.  Division V would instruct the DOT to study the TIME-21 funding by FY 
2011-2012 to determine whether a proper balance has been struck between Iowa drivers and out-of-state drivers.  Division VI 
would replace the current use tax on vehicle purchases with a new registration fee which would be constitutionally protected 
from being diverted away from its intended purpose. This bill would generate an estimated $192 million by 2018. Status: Senate 
Ways & Means Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sen. McCoy (Chair), Bolkcom & Putney   
  
SF 2394 & HSB 774 Transportation Budget  - Maintains current spending on transportation programs in the Department of 
Transportation, adds $10 million to last year's appropriation for highways, and allows the highway appropriation to be carried 
forward into the next fiscal year. Status: House Appropriations Committee/House Appropriations Committee; 
Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Rep. Cohoon (Chair), Oldson & Huseman   
  
SF 2397 - Sales Tax Rebate  - This bill creates a state sales tax rebate program in the department of economic development 
that authorizes select cities to receive a rebate of the state sales tax revenues collected from retail establishments located in the 
city.  The program is limited to five cities that have a population of less than 40,000.  The department of economic development 
makes the selection of cities from applications submitted to it.  A select city must provide public or private match funds of $1 for 
each $2 of projected rebate moneys to be received.  The rebate period is for three years.  The rebate moneys are to be used by 
a select city for revitalization projects that involve the rehabilitation of and improvements to its mainstreet area. Status: Senate 
Ways & Means Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sen. Quirmbach (Chair), Bolkcom & Zieman   
  
SF 2402 - Tax Code Clean-Up  - Allows a privately owned library or art gallery being used for public purposes (and not for 
private profit)  to receive a property tax exemption.  Effective 7/1/2008. Status: Senate Floor; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: 
Sen. McCoy (Floor Manager)   
  
SSB 3168 - Rail Right-Of-Way  for Trails  - This bill provides for a corporate tax credit for owners of railroad rights-of-way that 
grant easements to the department of transportation, a county, or a city for purposes of constructing and maintaining a 
recreational trail.  The agreement must provide for the amount of tax credit which equals a percentage of the property taxes paid 
by the owner on the right-of-way.  The agreement must also specify the number of years the owner is entitled to the tax credit. 
The tax credit is refundable.  The bill applies retroactively to January 1, 2008, for tax years beginning on or after that date. 
Status: Senate Ways & Means Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sen. Dotzler (Chair), Seng & Putney   
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SSB 3242 - Railroad Material Sales Tax Exemption  - This bill exempts the sales price of specific railroad materials from the 
state sales and use tax.  The materials are railroad rails, spikes, ballasts, and bridge components.  The materials must be sold 
to a railway corporation that is based in Iowa for installation of a railroad exclusively in Iowa. Status: Senate Ways & Means 
Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sens. Dotzler (Chair), Seng & Putney   
  
SSB 3243 - Local Income Surcharge  - This bill authorizes a city that is not part of a combined incorporated area to impose a 
local income surcharge after an election at which it is approved by a majority of those voting.  A combined incorporated area is 
an area that includes all contiguous cities.  The bill contains several provisions and stipulates that revenues would need to be 
deposited into a property tax relief fund for purposes of providing property tax credits, and the remaining revenues, if any, are to 
be deposited into the city general fund to be used for any lawful purposes of the city. Status: Senate Ways & Means Committee; 
Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sens. Quirmbach (Chair), McCoy & Angelo   
  
SSB 3273 - Public Safety Impact Fee  - This bill authorizes a city or county to impose by ordinance or resolution a public safety 
impact fee on each night of lodging rental within the jurisdiction of the city or county.  The bill provides that any fee imposed by a 
city or county may not exceed $1.50 per night.  All fees collected under the bill shall be deposited in the appropriate city or 
county general fund and used only for purposes related to local emergency management departments. Status: Senate Ways & 
Means Committee; Subcommittee/Floor Manager: Sens. Hogg (Chair), Stewart & Noble   
��

 
2008 Top Tourism Priorities  
 

�� Increase the Iowa Tourism Office's budget to the Midwest regional average of $8.3 million.   
 

�� Maintain a traditional school year calendar. 
 

�� Support infrastructure funding (Time 21). 
 

 

Your Advocacy Toolkit:  

Find Your Legislator      Contact Your Legislator  

Legislative Committee Listings    Track Legislation (instantly updated)  

Listen to Debate (live)     House & Senate Calendars (weekly & daily)  

Session Calendar      How a Bill Becomes a Law  

Guide to the General Assembly     
 

 
Your Capitol Team 

Craig Patterson, TFI Lobbyist - Craig@Campbell-Patterson.com 
Amy Campbell, TFI Lobbyist - Amy@Campbell-Patterson.com 


