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Last year's final adjournment date of March 30th came and 
went this week.  The end of the 12th week of the Legislative 
Session brought with it little indication of an upcoming 
adjournment of the 2011 session.  Observers probably 
noticed a little bit more activity in the way of discussions 
between the two Chambers and the Governor, however 
many very heavy issues still need to be lifted before the final 
fall of the gavel. 

 One of the biggest issues of the decade descended this week 
on the Legislature when the first draft of Iowa's redistricting 
maps arrived on desks on Thursday.  Every ten years, the 
Legislature uses new census data to reallocate all of the 
House and Senate districts in the state, in an effort to ensure 
Iowans of the most equal possible representation.  An added 
twist this year came from the federal government's 
determination that Iowa would lose a seat in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, taking us from 5 to 4 (and reducing our 
electoral votes in presidential elections from 7 down to 6).   

 You can learn all you want to learn about new maps at the 
Legislature's redistricting website HERE.   
 
A few points about the first draft: 

 Each Congressional District will consist of 
approximately 761,589 people 

 Each State Senate District will consist of 
approximately 60,927 people 

 Each House District will consist of approximately 
30,464 people 

 The first draft puts four of Iowa's current 5 
Congressmen into two Congressional Districts - 
Braley and Loebsack in Congressional District 1, and 
Latham and King in Congressional District 4  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eS5ibgNvk9iX0lNKd2Gw6-MSYVmMQK6y3IFMa0VsYQvNaYeZ7JlG5cXQ-tzth4HoKrCJ5jCyJp5siOFV2rgSeAs437fZq1bMNofWpnJqHsiPWl1sFD-HKVBaq7ytJHnHp3rjv44tjLVSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eS5ibgNvk9iX0lNKd2Gw6-MSYVmMQK6y3IFMa0VsYQvNaYeZ7JlG5cXQ-tzth4HoKrCJ5jCyJp5siOFV2rgSeAs437fZq1bMNofWpnJqHsiPWl1sFD-HKVBaq7ytJHnHp3rjv44tjLVSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eSoU-otxg_Iy4pjmsS94XpCwS-kdofzAzUYJn2KV3ORMAO5OvwtFabKLXFi3Go4k6dFVri1nP5J4WwPH7kF3y_qTN72raPkV52-clIDej5HdXGeQqPBiqq15gg39u8ZU12XcQOfUrxAZazCQl8p7nE-vkH25VpGQCm2AF_rvMlrONtn5p954vUK2Eb1ilWg66Q=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eTk9keATgwJy4oyOw6OmWYIbz3qAmboh9rtf-FDtEjuXGHW-D3_cHrPrE15LAYf1XEWLP8ts6uA4aCVneO4GZF9tmM_gHPssKA3AnsToECue-ThZuGKk7PbPIkTLp11SkyOtvHh6YBznw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eT-SotLI6rCB_oRR3-YHeY1y772NZb-qDYoogkELN6x4Glh4iVsAhS4cOlOdj8xtMvOGh2p4CTMEVosyFdjrJFbIMzUGvjiDKHQRSj5DOti-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eT-SotLI6rCB_oRR3-YHeY1y772NZb-qDYoogkELN6x4Glh4iVsAhS4cOlOdj8xtMvOGh2p4CTMEVosyFdjrJFbIMzUGvjiDKHQRSj5DOti-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eQA7zbJNGdPmvW1Vdh6GuE2yb4tASX0tck0qP0Rg382-QQl6BRBwEVmsfO51zygeVMwqp-cKQDcJtoevHVOUi_PKij4gMfLZ1E_2wmOhcAxVujJRWJYCBmMGsQEkEmd7nFvhXlJ4QhB-S92hNAnbqEgFQKlNkiCsLQ=


 The first draft has 7 Iowa Senate Districts in which 
two current Senators reside and 13 House Districts 
in which more than two or more House members 
reside 

Here is a timeline of the events that will occur in the days 
ahead regarding this process: 

 Thursday, March 31: At 8:15 am, the first 
redistricting map proposal was made public. 

 Friday, April 1: The Temporary Redistricting 
Advisory Commission (TRAC), a commission made 
up of five Iowans, met at the Capitol and reviewed 
the plan. The five members of the Commission are 
Chair Maggie Tinsman of Davenport, Rose Brown of 
Council Bluffs, Lance Ehmcke of Sioux City, Matt Paul 
of Des Moines, and Eric Turner of Des Moines. 

 Monday, April 4: The TRAC holds a public hearing in 
Council Bluffs at 6 pm at the Council Bluffs Public 
Library.  This will include ICN sites at Mason City, 
Sioux City, and Spencer. 

 Tuesday, April 5: TRAC holds a public hearing in 
Bettendorf at the Mississippi Bend Area Education 
Agency at 7 pm. 

 Wednesday, April 6: TRAC holds a Cedar Rapids 
public hearing at 6:30 pm at the ICN room at 
Kirkwood Community College.  This will include ICN 
sites at Dubuque, Ottumwa, and Waterloo. 

 Thursday, April 7: TRAC holds a public hearing in 
Des Moines at the Wallace State Office Building at 7 
pm. 

 Monday, April 11: TRAC releases a report 
summarizing information and testimony received at 
the public hearings and offers their own comments. 
The commission will also accept a written comment 
if an individual is unable to make one of the hearings 
or satellite locations. 

 Following the release of the report, the Iowa General 
Assembly shall not consider the proposed plan until 
at least three days after the TRAC report has been 
made public. 

 The plan has to be accepted or rejected by each 
Legislative Chamber.  The plan is not 
amendable.  Either chamber can start the vote, but if 
it dies in either chamber, the first plan is officially 
dead.  The governor must sign the plan in order for it 
to be adopted.   

 If the first plan is rejected, the Legislative Services 
Agency (LSA) has to deliver a second plan within 35 
days.   The 2nd plan is also not amendable. 

 If the second plan is rejected, the LSA has to deliver a 



third plan within 35 days.  A third plan can be 
amended by either legislative body, but must pass by 
September 1 and be signed by Governor Branstad by 
September 15. 

 If those deadlines are not met, the Iowa Supreme 
Court will then be tasked with creating the map by 
December 31, 2011. 

 

 

Infrastructure Budget 

As you know, we sent out an alert to you earlier this week 
asking for you to weigh in on the Infrastructure Budget 
(House File 648). This bill still needs to be a MAJOR priority, 
as it makes deep cuts in many programs of interest to TFI 
members. 
   
Among other things, the bill includes the following:  

 Zeroes out the $10 Million River Enhancement 
Community Attractions and Tourism (RECAT) 
program 

 Reduces the Community Attractions and 
Tourism (CAT) program funding from $12 Million 
down to $5 Million 

 Reduces the Environment First Fund allocation by 
$9 Million 

 Zeroes out the $500,000 funding for Regional Sports 
Authoritities 

 Deappropriates the $6.5 Million allocation 
for passenger rail in the next fiscal year AND the 
$4.2 Million from the CURRENT fiscal year 

 Zeroes out the Grow Iowa Values Fund that funds 
many DED programs 

Be sure to take some time to contact your legislators on 
some of these issues. As of press time, a dozen TFI members 
had used the TFI Grassroots Action Center to send 56 
messages to their legislators, the Governor and Lt. 
Governor.  It takes only a couple of minutes, but it will make 
all the difference when the decisions are being made.  Just 
go to http://www.tiny9.com/u/6805, click on the 
Infrastructure Budget link, and send your messages in 
TODAY! 
  

 

 

DED Restructuring 

Legislation (HF 590) to convert the Iowa Department of 
Economic Development into a public-private partnership 
passed the House on March 28th with a vote of 66-33.  The 
Senate turned around and passed the bill out of committee 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eQOkta6yemxTkTU67ZOMWoVxq_K0odBr4n9Qlrqa8E1NHqc_0OoEJfL8-DV8Lj3UUqOy36F5ux5IyBGgwCjyqNpa5W-dpLCar7Q5HvqiPwfFYm9hbNHBYb2jGQeDUma1Tw3zPntv-rLAu893_OU_wyPvScNejxZsCepGYnbes4AnJJ033xIH6DOUIVIIUp8XClk7dFTERWj0He3GAfPVFdO8LcAh1jVFT3cdG84B_kfwyDF0HfcVaNQ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eSzYrPLNkpxTxq8-oyxZiaGOeIrw80rJlD1b_25rI6FqsHsq78RgS8sIbrL7KnZ8f-_euwWt19Ae41QMAgSlGGxlCDYwrAJrN5PQWKPnvQZ6A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eSzYrPLNkpxTxq8-oyxZiaGOeIrw80rJlD1b_25rI6FqsHsq78RgS8sIbrL7KnZ8f-_euwWt19Ae41QMAgSlGGxlCDYwrAJrN5PQWKPnvQZ6A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eTjZcQKbHQvq0Hlk7IXOtoMQ2bTUD9H91q0TlRsjiaDipC0_HJNMhuws-wMyJnunjOZeXmv_RnwNQYFce3rhr39XK8btBbxEuvrcRB3YoIs8NHZu461xTA9ZxQzLOtx8Ua2UM5z9sRIKvxU63YUCWgQuhZuemm5IY6zQDLcQrdz-vYYCwBR96LysP-tnUok9JNTmMliE2i1RfBWxL8FdVFpqbdT5MGsIaB-ciHMZeDNVUuldL0XynseXXS8npzzbCM=


this week in order to keep it alive for the funnel deadline, 
however they passed it "without recommendation."  This 
simply means the committee plans to make many changes to 
the bill before allowing the full Senate to vote on it. 
  
Senator Sodders, Chair of the Senate Economic Growth 
Committee, assigned a 5-person "subcommittee" consisting 
himself, Senators Dotzler, Hatch, Bertrand and Greiner to 
have further discussions about the bill.  Their first public 
meeting is set for 8 AM on Tuesday, April 5th.  If you have 
thoughts about HF 590, and about changes you would like to 
see made, or changes you WOULD NOT like to see made, 
you'll want to weigh in with these Senators SOON.  This bill 
will likely start to evolve fairly quickly now.  

 

 

School Start Date 

Thank you to those of you that responded to efforts to 
convince Iowa Senators to amend HF 534 to get rid of early 
start waivers.  HF 534 is the bill that would convert school 
days into a set number of minimum instructional hours.   
  
As you may recall, this bill initially struck all school start 
dates and allowed schools to start any time after July 
1.  Based partially on the requests of TFI and several other 
partners, the House amended HF 534 to put the existing law 
back into the bill, maintaining the status quo.  TFI and others 
have been working to see if we might be able to convince the 
Senate to FIX the school start date issue by removing the 
Department of Education's ability to grant waivers. 
  
The Senate held a subcommittee meeting this week on HF 
534.  TFI Lobbyists attended along with State Fair lobbyists 
and several education lobbyists.  It quickly became clear 
that the Senators did not intend to pass HF 534 in any form, 
for reasons having nothing to do with the school start 
date.  As such, HF 534 is now dead for the year. 
  
TFI lobbyists will continue to seek opportunities to try to 
insert language in other bills to enforce the school start date 
throughout the rest of the session.  However, our coalition 
members agreed that our best bet for someday fixing this is 
to continue to drive as many people as humanly possible to 
sign the online petition at 
http://www.saveiowasummers.com/?page_id=21.  Please 
be sure to share this website with people in your area. 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eQ0h5PZuBudhgTyqjx9iDcHofh4C_SyqLyy7W92sdc5CILe4gbOUpiQlnnFM_sKj_ZKQDCgg3r7PlzOLhPDLcxdVRP0zZVSkPP9FQhjpTkOqcosJ1BkJDFub8raq6ImG_qGCgW5imeoW4vuNb4Z2LvV5SsnDfnfzIH5EUoGmC8YFBRWNUTVg4r1m93XyZdYre5A327jXmYvLBJ9cQV-xTVo-4yIlr-FRJDjrS3eQOe0sxLu7PKUHDTpH_TE1hmWPcE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eTpdoj0dfALPOLNINYPKWUWII7rPm2p40ZT_H_eM9UQ2g7CaX8UQs-icU6NrenZMFRVEILG99u6yd7xnP95H_Be4WX5xVmdltcwM5h8xymes2kk-dJU0SYgqcd4J1gmLFQ=


Corporate Tax vs. Gaming Tax 

Legislation (HSB 223) to increase the taxes on gaming to 
36% and to use those proceeds to pay for a cut and 
simplification of corporate income taxes was introduced 
recently.  It is funnel-proof so it will be alive until the end of 
session.  TFI is one of several groups registered in 
opposition to HSB 223.  While the bill itself seems unlikely 
to pass, the Iowa Gaming Association is watching closely to 
ensure that some modification of this proposal does not 
show up in a tax bill that passes late in the session. 

 
 

Your Advocacy Toolkit:  

Grassroots Contact Center  
Bill Tracker 
TFI Resources 
Find & Contact Your Legislator 
Legislative Committee Listings 
Track Legislation (instantly updated) 
More Bill Tracking Tools  
Daily Legislative Activity Reports 
Listen to Debate (live) 
House & Senate Calendars (weekly & daily) 
Session Calendar 
How a Bill Becomes a Law & Other Educational Information  
  

  

Your Capitol Team 

   

Craig Patterson, TFI Lobbyist - Craig@ialobby.com 
  

Amy Campbell, TFI Lobbyist - Amy@ialobby.com 
 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eRLRdTlxDxjQYqUrZv_14J2tl84t1qQnREKQAg4GMWyWvZr7psfxaZpHw7fhjyhnUDn1kieL0mzq9TLlNtn3_qIRk0MCI70f8oJFJbSUCjew7W9aqreFMcWnYeaDd3PxblxhWsmQGBFqCPOTXRw-aqAipW_pk2-Q9TyB0ZPPqqwgI0CI6IpyAiZv0zpxKzBFobjH1-ShnrpEBI436y3lv-lNMOryUMSTvJcgUt8bZTDmanFvHHPUY4U
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eS5ibgNvk9iX0lNKd2Gw6-MSYVmMQK6y3IFMa0VsYQvNaYeZ7JlG5cXQ-tzth4HoKrCJ5jCyJp5siOFV2rgSeAs437fZq1bMNofWpnJqHsiPWl1sFD-HKVBaq7ytJHnHp3rjv44tjLVSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eQYlxvMo7rW0V8uFtbKNtVGHUdit9rfBgvAT1TKc6aST_Y6xX9QlgDdhA6fUGLWr7AMQWXnVmdS0hWYp70QCO4MLu1HGPAYAwM5o0ReJTOT_Va7JdzKGC91Um_mLOJ9bMSZ5PH-d5903x6KHGEsLtHdthJvVrPqXlRZiaoWFQfmPXIphtIvmilAfR2yWglI3AU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eQO3IUt0mq_ZNe9TmyP3K9fpXQ54thqDwTmxVITMEQbg-E9bshV0lAA86lXm8OP_Rdqc9gYBgQpVm98YiL6cPCnLjzzoOs8jm_VEYaNa4jTqOWOBzdbDSy65G7CJVpJCOJv7rdm3rXhrQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eQNHs2VVF_J3mcDJQDEwL1HsN0iJ3O3sbV9x821I6IIBnEwIDEqawTsG0LBAFgA18KhoYvSlySE48fEMn-3Vy5zmx1HZlU-seKTCxBxoueNP-5H6QGtInTp4oKrAcrYVHWloKTBPHa4PQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eRcf492v6S9GC-IUK86xjm-Q4MpK9L10eDDdceqFrsHyOD2_E3UxRdcsHb7yHuf1gRGyhbqfm8uo_YXq5HwQfAemwFA5G_mpHNTH_5S4h6n3ggxhJjcn9yuzP2umgfa8h_BnR-CquYA3w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eQeyAnlTNzEfV8P29SpuW--FaLxQ4lCrGwOCGzkqokrxv4oM2zxMgblwaDkZH8OO5AYp5pq5NGLt1DCHaCMjIcPx_fVZisuIfRyMhPlQhf549jDj4jU-CFe8_4M_tYZ9tZQmuhS2wlO_0Z_4Z0fR2CrhDmhBxqKNzkoRi8twpb3QunAmdGfDEnfwsfPgosPJNHjRlBINezy-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eQv5IVRP4MFo8740togKN0wponeICq3Ur3JJCed6-T76k-2YUNAM98AFIcofHcZ7jR13BeDLFcLFTQ-o4VOvWVMqjb9QXywX81BiSkVb0eRyZVDC9oKoyO-Y-psBgHluvi2RW9M4h9y3IxQGS1K4lcK6ORfPcm18ljQUAkoi6lg4g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eQ6jdA0q87P2N9bD4_dfV3r2798FYrOuf1FUvtWAfbJ3D3N8viDnqWxPpPqO5XhRfD5EJ1RUGgfMVLBa0DvDw1QsK4I1dm2IPfE6wOepQmtjgU38DtbGHFoI9YM9PSnGgE43sJ0wCZKz3j0PVVUSqeDTdknw6v3FInekEA_BBZImPXZ0DRZIdNt0f1gdQHwvcE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eSiMp27oHev6x9BlwaR-1hf22d5jfwTMhvo6bihF0dNFtf3YDi9q2gESuifPhfUPmM9ewM8dCANwTQBaQwbgfUGV1fRmSldpP-Fkp5xwdSNJaFl45TeOTXd
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eSXJ59hFjm8q2saaZ06sGHzOMOIZNqQX1ZB1-6JBTQ9RMeuR6Hw_I4nEtZPsokMFuY8ReRfDokRkjiAP-rAcca63CArWkGO17SiSNoCtkDaWCaJ_9heDORYwQsfQGVjB1VyCBX2VLLgMw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eR7dH_msaoCWBNUUluwkLBlu2kL90PEIw1GpNWSbnoT9fGyP7ELbGG3XSH97QBP4pqDixF9a1vxExCqZee9b6WeY8aCgsXarEXV4hniTjE7gihbDU1gu7N_aaY9S6lwKKD627N41tcHPJqb6Teq0FP4
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gt7mnycab&et=1105031182501&s=997&e=001SXqJl_pi7eR7dH_msaoCWBNUUluwkLBlu2kL90PEIw1GpNWSbnoT9fGyP7ELbGG3XSH97QBP4pqDixF9a1vxExCqZee9b6WeY8aCgsXarEXV4hniTjE7gihbDU1gu7N_aaY9S6lwKKD627N41tcHPJqb6Teq0FP4
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